Tips for Treating a Patient with Autism
...The experience of a lifetime.

Course Description

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is reporting that 1 in every 150 children today
is born with some form of Autism, a disease that affects an individual’s ability to communicate,
socialize, and in some cases function independently on a day-to-day basis. Practitioners are
finding patients who are challenged with these diseases in their practice on a more routine basis
than ever before. The need to better understand these patients and their unique abilities and
gifts has never been greater.

This course provides a review of the patient with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and the
reasons why practitioners, from a legal and professional aspect, need to better understand
these unique patients. A review of how to properly assess the patient’s abilities will be
conducted. Techniques for treatment and a review of technology and creativity that might be
used will be explored. Case studies will be used with audience participation to illustrate proper
patient evaluation in determining appropriate means for treatment. A comprehensive
documented home care regimen that should be provided to caretakers will be discussed.
Guidelines will be given for practitioners on how to easily incorporate these special patients into
their practice and make their career more rewarding than they ever imagined it could be.

This course is designed for a 2-3 hour format and contains valuable information for any member
of the dental team.

Course Obijectives

e Generate a basic understanding of Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)
e Provide a review of how to properly assess the patient’s abilities

e Establish and review techniques for treatment that encompass creativity and the
latest in technology

¢ Review case studies to highlight proper patient evaluation and treatment
e Explore a comprehensive home care guidelines document for patient care takers

e Provide guidelines on how to easily incorporate the patient with ASD into a typical
practice



About the Presenter. ..

Karen Raposa has an Associate’s Degree and Bachelor’'s Degree
in Dental Hygiene from University of Rhode Island. In May of 2001
she received her Master’'s Degree in Business Administration from
the University of Massachusetts at Dartmouth. Karen has held

. several different roles throughout her dental Hygiene career,
including clinical hygienist, business manager, associate product manager marketing
analyst, manager of professional education, and currently works for Colgate as senior
manager of professional relations. She is currently and member of the ADHA, American
Dental Education Association, and the Special Care Dentistry Association. Karen has
served on several boards including Modern Hygienist, Dimensions of Dental Hygiene,
Access, and the Dental Hygiene Advisory Board with Oral-B. She has published articles
for the Journal of Dental Hygiene and Access and also has a chapter in the new
Clinical Practice of Dental Hygienist textbook.




